
Research is a Drag 
 
This is a reading list from ‘Research is a Drag’, an event hosted by James Morgan and 
Charlie Ashwell at Chisenhale Dance Space on Tuesday 14th March 2017. It is one of 
several artistic outputs from ‘DRAG ON’, the research/performance project about dragons, 
drag queens, hybridity and posthumanism, supported by Arts Council England through 
Grants for the Arts. Please feel free to share this document. For future activity, please go to 
James Morgan’s website. You can also find Charlie's blog here. 
 
 
Posthumanism: 
 

- Video - Prof. Rosi Braidotti - Keynote Lecture: ‘Posthumanism and Society 
Conference’, New York 9 May 2015:  In this lecture, feminist philosopher Rosi 
Bradiotti sets out her understanding of ‘the posthumanism turn’ - an amalgamation of 
of anti-humanism, the critique of ‘man’ as the universal human, and 
post-anthropocentrism, the critique of structural power relations between humans 
and animals. She makes the case for a posthumanism which acknowledges barriers 
of racial and economic inequality, homophobia, xenophobia etc, and resists 
opportunistic idea of a pan-humanity and human essentialism: “before we enter into 
joyful celebration of new, post-posthuman recomposition of “we are in this together”, 
we need to start from reminding ourselves that we we were not human in the same 
way to begin with…”. 

 
- Essay - Donna Haraway - ‘A Cyborg Manifesto’: Donna Haraway lays out a new 

ground for feminism by working from the acknowledgment that we are already cyborg 
- our lives, our bodies, are already enmeshed with technology. 

 
 
Realness: 
 

- Video - Clip from ‘Paris is Burning’: Origin of ‘realness’ in queer vernacular in the 
1990 documentary looking at 80’s new york ball scene, the underground social drag 
scene built by gay and trans people of colour. 

 
- Tweet - Richard Dawkins: 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3S3CulNbQ1M&list=PL4gMviV1O8M8J1pjNDLAlka7KPKx9IUQc&index=1
https://charlieashwell.tumblr.com/
https://youtu.be/3S3CulNbQ1M?list=PL4gMviV1O8M8J1pjNDLAlka7KPKx9IUQc
http://jamesmorgan.one/#/dragon/
http://faculty.georgetown.edu/irvinem/theory/Haraway-CyborgManifesto-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3S3CulNbQ1M&list=PL4gMviV1O8M8J1pjNDLAlka7KPKx9IUQc&index=1
http://www.chisenhaledancespace.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/RichardDawkins/status/658622852405534721?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw




- Facebook post - Shon Faye - Transgender rights activist (YouTube Channel, Shon 
This Way). 

 
 

- Book - Boria Sax: “Imaginary Animals: The Monstrous, the Wondrous and the 
Human”: “Tyrannosaurus rex was, until the late twentieth century, generally depicted 
based on the model of the medieval European dragon, rearing almost upright and 
dragging a massive tail. This ‘king’ of dinosaurs was one more embodiment of 
primeval chaos, which needed to be overcome to make way for the eventual triumph 
of humankind.” 

 
 
Perversion: 
 

- Essay - Patricia Maccormack - “Perversion: Transgressive Sexuality and 
Becoming-Monster”: “Perversion relies, for its definition, not on what it is or 

 

http://journals.sfu.ca/thirdspace/index.php/journal/article/viewArticle/maccormack/174
http://novaramedia.com/category/tv/shon-this-way/
http://novaramedia.com/category/tv/shon-this-way/
http://journals.sfu.ca/thirdspace/index.php/journal/article/viewArticle/maccormack/174




includes, but what it is not. In its most rudimentary definition culture defines 
perversion as primarily whatever is not traditional heterosexuality. Although 
traditional heterosexuality is no longer primarily procreative it continues to mimic the 
reproductive act where subjectivity is defined through the reproductive capacity of the 
opposed genders performing the act, rather than exploit the infinite potentials of the 
body thought through unbound desire where the gender of the other may or may not 
be the most important aspect of thinking the act. Thus heterosexuality refers less to 
acts of sex which occur between two people of the opposite sex as to the phantasy of 
heterosexual intercourse that is automatically presumed as inevitable if someone is 
'normal'.” 

 
- Video - “Bowling For Columbine - Marilyn Manson Interview” Michael Moore 

interviewing Marilyn Manson about Gun Violence and the school shooting at 
Columbine High School from the movie ‘Bowling For Columbine’. 

-  
- Video - “3D Dragon Vore” - Vorarephilia (often shortened to vore) is the erotic 

desire to be consumed by, or sometimes to personally consume, another person or 
creature. Vore fantasies are separated from sexual cannibalism because the living 
victim is normally swallowed whole. The consumers may be humans, 
anthropomorphised animals, or mythical creatures. It can’t be acted out in real life so 
it’s usually enjoyed through online pictures, stories, videos, and video games. 

 
Monstrosity: 
 

- Definitions of the word ‘dragon’ which refer specifically to women: Fierce, 
intractable, watchful, strict, intimidating, unfriendly, guardian, chaperone, matriarch, 
frightening, difficult, formidable. And, in ‘urban dictionary’: a dragon is a girl that you 
would have sex with, but never enter into a fully fledged relationship with: “you’ll have 
to slay a few dragons before you find your princess”. 

 
- Video - “Tiamat, The Dragon Lady”. Note - This is a video created by FOX, and as 

you would expect, is offensive, and misgenders Tiamat repeatedly. 
 

- Book - Hardt & Negri - Multitude - Monsters/ Vampires… p. 193-196 
 

- Article - Junot diaz: Man in the Mirror. "You know how vampires have no 
reflections in the mirror? If you want to make a human being a monster, deny them, 
at the cultural level, any reflection of themselves...” 

 
 
Queer Futurity: 
 

- Book - Lee Edelman - “No Future, Queer Theory and The Death Drive”  Edelman 
talks about how our entire understanding as a species of our future, is built around 
the image of the child.  Society pours every ounce of its hope into children so the 
idea of them becoming queer is almost a threat to “humanity”: to a future that is 

 

http://rebels-library.org/files/multitude.pdf
https://bagelabyss.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/no_future__queer_theory_and_the_death_drive.pdf
http://www.nj.com/entertainment/arts/index.ssf/2009/10/junot_diaz_man_in_the_mirror.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bf_3d7BAVPc&list=PL4gMviV1O8M8J1pjNDLAlka7KPKx9IUQc&index=6
https://www.facebook.com/fox29philadelphia/videos/1104059669642579/?pnref=story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NiaxzBlFgmQ&index=4&list=PL4gMviV1O8M8J1pjNDLAlka7KPKx9IUQc




seemingly created and inherited by straight people. In existing outside of the 
presumed human narrative of procreation, Queerness is deviant, it’s apocalyptic, it’s 
monstrous. He argues that the idea that because our existence stems entirely from 
our ability to procreate - from the start - it excludes queer identities. He proposes that 
we need to destroy the image of the child in order to imagine a new future which 
considers the lives of queer people. 

 
- Video - ‘seebotschat’ Channel - Two Google Home Assistants loaded with chatbot 

software are live-streamed on hosting website, Twitch. As their language evolves 
they discuss gender, love, life, robots and humanity. The channel is now offline, but 
you can find videos on YouTube. 

 
- Video - Utopia or Bust - “A Cyborg Manifesto” - This video uses footage from 

Masamune Shirow's "Ghost in the Shell" to interpret Donna Haraway's "A Cyborg 
Manifesto". 

 
Post-work utopias: 
 

- Book - Kathi Weeks - “The Problem with Work” 
 

- Book - Michael Hardt & Antonio Negri - “Commonwealth” 
 

- Book - Nick Srnicek & Alex Williams - “Inventing the future: Postcapitalism and 
a World Without Work”  

 
- Video - Aaron Baastini: “Fully automated Luxury Communism” - Explanation of 

potential post-work utopia. For Novara Media, YouTube 
 
 
Shared by other participants during later discussions: 
 

- Article - Pallab Ghosh for BBC - “Scientists find 'oldest human ancestor'.” 
 

- Book - Beatriz Preciado - “Testo Junkie: Sex Drugs and Biopolitics in the 
Pharmacopornographic Era” 

 
- Collective -  Transhackfeminist! 

 

https://utopiaorbust.wordpress.com/
https://www.versobooks.com/books/2315-inventing-the-future
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=seebotschat
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmQ-BZ3eWxM
http://www.bonny-and-read.com/uploads/4/6/4/1/46415259/paulbpreciado_testo-junkie_chap12_2008_engl.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQiwRrR-LeE&index=8&list=PL4gMviV1O8M8J1pjNDLAlka7KPKx9IUQc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOzMAa6IhV6uwYQATYG_2kg
https://www.twitch.tv/seebotschat
https://libcom.org/files/the-problem-with-work_-feminism-marxism-kathi-weeks.pdf
https://transhackfeminist.noblogs.org/why/
http://korotonomedya.s3.amazonaws.com/Michael_Hardt_%26_Antonio_Negri_-_Commonwealth.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=seebotschat
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-38800987



